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PART 1. INTRODUCTION TO THE CONTEXT AND
OPERATIONS OF THE PROJECT

1.1. Context of the project
THE PROJECT
"LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO
CONTRACT FARMING
FOR ETHNIC MINOR
FARMERS IN THE
NORTH OF VIETNAM"

6

The project "LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO CONTRACT FARMING FOR ETHNIC MINOR FARMERS
IN THE NORTH OF VIETNAM" is carried out by ADDA in cooperation with the Vietnam Lawyers’
Association from August 1, 2015 to July 31, 2018 in Lao Cai, Son La and Lai Chau provinces. These
are three mountainous provinces in the North of Vietnam, 65% of which are ethnic minorities
such as Tay, Nung, Dao, Thai, Hmong and Giay... The difficulties of these three provinces are the
diversity of ethnic minority groups in the districts, the high poverty rate, the low educational level,
difficult access to the project communes, many rural communes close to the border of China and
Laos. The main occupation of the people is to participate in agricultural production such as rice,
maize, vegetables, and animal husbandry… Poverty along with distant living conditions, limited
access to services and information are factors that make ethnic minority people one of the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups in Vietnam.
In addition to access to services, ethnic minority people need access to legal information,
including knowledge of corporate contracts. This allows them to understand their rights,
opportunities and responsibilities to reach equitable access to the resources of society that help
them to eradicate poverty.
At present, the localities of Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La provinces are implementing the
policy of the Vietnam’s Government to restructure its agriculture to expand the agricultural
production by region, develop the strong agricultural products of the locality, attract many
agricultural enterprises to invest, associate with farmers to help people reduce poverty…
Agricultural Development Denmark Asia (ADDA) is the pioneer in Vietnam in implementing
legal capacity enhancing projects for ethnic minorities in the northern mountainous provinces
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of Vietnam. The project "LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO CONTRACT FARMINGFOR ETHNIC MINOR FARMERS IN THE
NORTH OF VIETNAM" was implemented for the first time in Lao Cai, Son La and Lai Chau provinces in order to
strengthen legal capacity and ensure fairness of legitimate rights and interests in the signing of production and
business contracts between ethnic minority people with enterprises/cooperatives.
Farmers in the project districts of Lai Chau, Son La, and Lao Cai will receive support from the relevant
authorities in negotiating and signing production and business contracts with enterprises. When disputes arise
between the two sides, they will be reconciled by project staffs or help find suitable solutions.
The legal consulting centers under the Lawyers’ Association of Lao Cai, Lai Chau, Son La provinces are
the units which directly propaganda and contact with local authorities, people and businesses in the areas to
support, advice on legal matters, especially contracts related to production and business between enterprises
and farmers.

1.2. Project activities
The project "LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO CONTRACT FARMINGFOR ETHNIC MINOR FARMERS IN THE NORTH
OF VIETNAM" was implemented for the first time in Lao Cai (including Bac Ha, Bao Thang and Bao Yen districts),
Son La (including Moc Chau, Yen Chau and Mai Son districts) and Lai Chau (including Phong Tho, Tan Uyen and
Tam Duong districts) provinces is implemented in 3 years from 2015 to 2018. The purpose of the project is to
help farmers improve their legal capacity so that they can work equally with businesses in their production
and business activities. The project also supports legal knowledge so that enterprises are aware of the role
and position of people as an equal partner in contracting and demonstrating their social responsibility. Local
authorities and social organizations such as the Farmers' Association, Women's Union, etc., carried out their
roles and responsibilities with specific policies to promote the mutually beneficial cooperation among farmers
and businesses. Effective models of cooperation between farmers and businesses have been shared and
replicated in the community.
Some activities
l Propaganda the project in the village community, such as: delivering leaflets, hanging banners in
the main roads, at the cultural houses of the villages. The purpose is to disseminate legal advice program to
support farmers and businesses in the locality.
l Publication of 4 legal handbooks for villagers, village heads and social organizations with key contents:
land law, contract law, labor law, enterprise law. Purpose: To be a guide for those who have the position, prestige
and voice of the people to master the law in order to propagandize to the people where they live.
l Mobile legal aid clinics in villages. Purpose: Attract people to attend counseling sessions, help them
improve their law knowledge of. Consultation questions of the people focus mainly on land law, premiums for
employees at enterprises, policies to buy products...
l Training for local facilitators, social workers, village leaders and farmers. The purpose is to help the
trainees to understand the law, as a basis for counseling and helping people in signing contracts, cooperating
with businesses, protecting their interests, as well as helping them solve small conflicts among the people,
maintain security and order in the locality.
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l Organizing policy workshops, sharing experiences of enterprises with employees. Purpose: To present
real situations in enterprises in order to cooperate with farmers effectively and solve difficulties of people and
enterprises when implementing contracts.
l Organizing legal consulting for laborers of enterprises. Purpose: To help the employees understand the
order of establishment of enterprises, cooperatives, signing of cooperation contracts, product consumption
contracts, labor contracts, land disputes, compensation, resettlement...
l Organize propaganda meetings to respond to the environmental day, consumer rights day... Purpose:
To propagate the law on protection of Vietnamese consumers, to ensure consumers' interests when using
goods and services supplied by enterprises, consultancy on the safe use of food and the protection of the
living environment. Throughout the conference, people were aware of the rights of consumers, awareness of
counterfeit goods, and know how to contact organizations to protect their rights when infringed.
l Direct and telephone counseling for people at local legal consulting centers. Purpose: To resolve and
advise urgent situations in which people request immediate answers in the fields of inheritance, land, regimes,
social security, civil status, disputes with enterprises...
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PART 2. GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF PROJECT ACTIVITIES

2.1. Introduction of the evaluated sites
Vietnam has 54 ethnic groups, each with its own language, lifestyle and culture. Lao Cai, Lai Chau
and Son La provinces are mountainous provinces in the north of Vietnam close to the border with China,
which have the most remote and poorest communes in Viet Nam and the difficult transportation. These
three provinces are concentrated in ethnic minorities, with limited access to information, infrastructure
as well as health and education services, and poverty rates remain high.
Lao Cai has a town, 8 districts with a natural area of 6,383 km2, a population of over 675 thousand
people, ethnic minorities mainly Hmong, Tay, Dao, Nung, Giay... The 3 districts where the project is
implemented are Bao Thang, Bac Ha, Bao Yen. The main source of subsistence is maize, rice, sweet potatoes,
vegetables, peanuts, beans, tea and fruit trees such as apples, pears, peaches, plums... At present, the rate
of agricultural enterprises accounts for 7% of the province and enterprises employ farmers.
Son La is a mountainous border province with 12 districts, 250 km of border with Laos. The 3
districts where the project is implemented are Moc Chau, Mai Son and Yen Chau. The population is
not concentrated and the level of people's knowledge and legal awareness is limited. Farmers mainly
cultivate rice, plum, and vegetables. The percentage of enterprises cooperating with indigenous people
in production and business is very low (accounting for 2% of the province).
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Lai Chau has a border line of 273 km with China. The province is divided into hilly and mountainous
areas with many deep and narrow valleys, highlands, rivers and streams so the transport development
meets difficulties. The strength of the locality is agricultural production towards the development of
farm economy. Three districts of Tam Duong, Phong Tho, and Tan Uyen are difficult to access and the
educational level of all districts in the project is low. Enterprises do not have much business.
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2.2. Methods of evaluation
There are two main methods used for project evaluation, including:
a. Review of documents
This method was used at the beginning of the Project evaluation to understand the overview of the
use of legal services in ethnic minority areas. Based on the results of the document reviews, the missing
information has been searched and verified by field evaluations. The materials used for the reviews
included government documents, publications and documents from international organizations and
civil society organizations. The following documents were used for the reviews: relevant legal documents,
policies and decisions; reports on ethnic minorities and evaluations of legal aid programs.
b. Field evaluations
Field evaluations focused on the following areas:
- To understand the needs of legal services of ethnic minority people in the Project area.
- To understand the use of legal services to support signing of contracts of enterprises with
farmers in Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La provinces.
- To assess the impact of access to legal services, including consulting support for cooperative
contracts between enterprises and farmers in the three provinces.
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Nine districts of Bao Yen, Bao Thang, Bac Ha, Moc Chau, Mai Son, Yen Chau, Tan Uyen, Tam Duong, and
Phong Tho belonging to 3 provinces of Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La were selected for field evaluation. These
three provinces have relatively different natural, economic and social conditions, but they all have common
characteristics that communes and districts in the Project area have many ethnic minorities such as the Tay, Nung,
Hmong, Dao and some other minorities. In these provinces, people's living standards are poor and their level of
education is low, while the terrain of the provinces is difficult to access. In each province, the review team has
selected three districts and from 10 to 20 communes in every district to conduct the evaluations. Ethnic minority
people living in extremely difficult areas are eligible for free legal consulting assistance. The use of legal services by
people in general and ethnic minorities in particular is still limited, especially the signing of cooperation contracts
with enterprises. The evaluation team has selected enterprises in the three provinces that have used legal services
to sign contracts with farmers in the areas. In Lao Cai, Son La and Lai Chau provinces, there are legal consultancy
and legal aid centers of the provincial lawyers' association which has been involved in the implementation and
implementation of this Project.
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2.3. Evaluation of field interviews
When surveying and evaluating in 9 districts of 3 provinces where the project was implemented, we
used the questionnaire and in-depth interview method. The questionnaire was for farmers only. Interviews
were conducted for farmers who have been involved in business with enterprises, businesses, sociopolitical organizations, village heads, local facilitators, consultants, local authorities, and representatives
of Lawyers’ Associations and Legal Consultation Center of Lao Cai, Son La, Lai Chau provinces.
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Province

Questionnaire

Interview with people

Interview with
social and political
organizations
(Farmers'
Association,
Women's Union),
village heads, local
authorities

Lao Cai
Lai Chau
Son La

250
100
150

100
60
80

30
30
30
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Interview
with business

7
5
5

Interview
with the
Lawyers’
Association,
Legal
Counseling
Center

2
2
2

Using the questionnaire distributed to farmers in the project area, the results showed that: 500
questionnaires were randomly generated. The questionnaire is commonly used in Vietnamese with
questions about people's needs such as: the form of labor; when they have difficulties, do people seek
legal aid centers in the locality? What is the income of the people? Do people cooperate with any business?
Do people have been supported legal consultancy on cooperation contracts with enterprises? The answer
is: Most ethnic minorities such as Thai, Nung, Dao, Giay… have a very low level of education. They mostly
have finished grades of 7th or 9th and their writing is very bad. 90% of farmers do not cooperate with
businesses. Farmers in the area mainly grow rice, maize; sweet potato and tea… have income from 800,000
VND per person per month. Some cooperate with businesses with better income from 1.8 million VND
to 3 million VND per person per month. 100% of local people know the local legal counseling centers
through propagandas. Residents are involved in activities such as mobile legal aid clinics.

Use in-depth interviews with people
All farmers have been involved in mobile legal aid clinics . Many people have come to the local legal
Consulting centers to solve their problems related to land, inheritance... They are satisfied with the advice
of local officials, local Facilitators and legal consultants.
Mr. Hoang Van Son, Chieng Sang village,
Chieng Sang commune, Yen Chau district,
Son La province, 40 years old, Thai
ethnicity

Mr. Dao Manh Hung, Head of Village,
Toong Pan village, Binh Lu commune, Tam
Duong district, Lai Chau province

Mr. Son's family now grows fruit trees on
sloping land and has cooperated with Kim
Tien Cooperative to sell their products. He read
the propaganda documents of the project
and was reminded by local officials whenever
mobile counseling team came to the village. He
participated regularly and found useful.

Mr. Dao Manh Hung, 64 years old: His family
worked in agriculture such as growing rice and
vegetables. His family earns 26 million VND a
year per person. He also participated in local
mobile legal consultancy mobile aid clinics.
The family has not cooperated with the business.
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Mr Lo Van Sinh, Head of village, Tat Xam 1
village, Trung Dong commune, Tan Uyen
district, Lai Chau province

Ms. Ma Thi Thinh, Tay An village,
Muong So commune, Phong Tho district,
Lai Chau province

Mr Lo Van Sinh, 28 years old, Thai ethnicity:
His family grows rice, corn and chicken. The
family has not had any contracts with businesses
but has attended many training courses on law
in the locality.

Ms. Ma Thi Thinh, 30 years old, Thai ethnic group:
She has a contract with Manh Nhuong enterprise.

Mr. Hoang Khai Lin, Nam Suu village,
Ban Phiet commune, Bao Thang district,
Dao ethnic group
Mr. Hoang Khai Lin, 49 years old: His family
works in agriculture such as pineapple, tea, fish.
His family earns 5 million VND a month. He has
not signed any contracts with businesses. He
read the project's propaganda documents and
participated in local mobile aid clinics.
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Mr. Vu Trong Vinh, Binh Lu commune,
Tam Duong district, Lai Chau province
Mr. Vu Trong Vinh, His family makes vermicelli,
earning 25 million VND a year. He has no
contract with any business. If any company buys
his products, he is willing to sign contracts and
consult with local officials.

Mr. Hoang Se Pao, Simacai district,
Lao Cai province
Mr. Hoang Se Pao, I have been working at LCI for
2 years. The boss always paid me enough. Every
day I go to work on time.

Ms. Pham Thi Cau, Ban Giang village,
Coc Lau commune, Bac Ha district,
Lao Cai province
Ms. Pham Thi Cau, She came to the Commune
People's Committee for advice. "My household
register and ID card were wrong. I came to the
local officials for guidance."

The tea farmers in Bao Thang district, Lao Cai province are all
ethnic minority people. Many generations in their family grow tea.
Currently they sell fresh tea buds to Phong Hai Tea Company.
They are satisfied with the income and the business pays them fair.

Ms. Do Thi Lai, Ban Quan village, Ban
Phiet commune, Bao Thang district, Lao
Cai province
Ms. Do Thi Lai, 61 years old: "My income is
1.8 million VND a month. I am happy with this
and there is no conflict with the business."

Mr. Dam Van Bac, Coc Lau village,
Ban Phiet commune, Bao Thang district
Mr. Dam Van Bac, 43 years old: Income
2.8 million VND per month.
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Ms. Tran Thi Hoan, Coc Lau village,
Ban Phiet commune, Bao Thang district

Ms. Do Thi Diu, Oi village,
Ban Phiet commune, Bao Thang district

Ms. Tran Thi Hoan, 53 years old: Income
2.5 million VND per month.

Ms. Do Thi Diu, 45 years old: Income 2.5 million
VND a month.

Mr. Trang Van Quan, Pac Ta village,
Ban Phiet commune, Bao Thang district,
Giay ethnic group

Ms. Nguyen Thi Lien, Oi village, Ban Phiet
commune

Mr. Trang Van Quan, 44 years old, completed
the 9th grade: Earning 3.5 million VND a month.

Ms. Nguyen Thi Lien, 58 years old, Income
of 1.8 million VND per month.

Mr. Dang Van Chieu, Ai Dong village,
Phong Hai commune, Bao Thang district,
Dao ethnic group

Mr. Dang Van Huong, Ai Dong village,
Phong Hai commune, Bao Thang district,
Dao ethnic group

Mr. Dang Van Chieu, 37 years old, completed
the 9th grade: Income 3 million VND per month.

Mr. Dang Van Huong, 54 years old: Income
of 3 million VND a month.

Ms. Hoang Thi Xuan, Ai Dong village,
Phong Hai commune, Dao ethnic minority

Mr. Ban Tien Hung, Dao Dong village, Dao
ethnic group

Ms. Hoang Thi Xuan, 52 years old, completed
grade 4: Income 3.5 million VND a month.

Mr. Ban Tien Hung, 54 years old, finished grade 6:
Income 4 million VND a month and he also made
livestock.
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INTERVIEWS WITH ENTERPRISES IN COOPERATION WITH FARMERS
ACTIVITY: The legal consulting center organized training courses for business representatives and
workshops to share experiences with businesses and farmers. Businesses and workers have spoken frankly,
shared practical situations and pledged to resolve disputes as they arise.
In Lao Cai, we have interviewed seven enterprises and cooperatives in the area using ethnic
minority workers such as Viet Tu Company, Anh Nguyen Company and Ban Cam, Ban Phiet and Thai Nien
cooperatives, Phong Hai tea joint stock Company, LCI Company, Quy Hien breeding cooperative, Quang
Hang cooperative…
In Lai Chau, we have interviewed Than Uyen Tea Company, Tam Duong Tea Company and Minh Son
Joint Stock Company.
In Son La, we have interviewed To Hieu agricultural state-owned one-member limited liability Company.

GENERAL ASSESSMENT:
Local enterprises have a sense of signing contracts with employees, product consumption, and full
payment to farmers. Local legal Consulting centers have assisted enterprises in contracting, consulting and
providing legal training to help their employees improve their legal understanding and help enterprises
sign contracts with farmers.
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MS. TRAN THI HIEN - CHAIRMAN OF THE DI THANG
FRESH VEGETABLE COOPERATIVE, BAC HA TOWN,
LAO CAI PROVINCE

After establishing the cooperative, we have
signed contracts to purchase all the products that
the farmers made. We connect with shops, kiosks
in Lao Cai and Hanoi to sell products.

MR. PHAM DINH NAM - REPRESENTATIVE OF
AGRICULTURAL STATE-OWNED ONE-MEMBER
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, SON LA PROVINCE

Labors of our company are looking forward
to the training, because when the workers
understand the law, the leadership will be
favorable. When trained, people will understand
all issues of the party and state's policies and will
certainly comply with the law much better.

MS. NGUYEN THU LAN - REPRESENTATIVE
OF VIET TU IMPORT-EXPORT COMPANY,
BAC HA TOWN, LAO CAI PROVINCE

We have labor contracts with farmers and we
have union funds. Laborers are entitled to leave in
accordance with the regulations and the company
always take care the spiritual and material issues
of workers on holidays, Tet or when they are sick.
All benefits of labor are guaranteed.

MS. TRAN THI NHAN, CHAIRWOMAN OF TIEN
SON AGRICULTURE COOPERATIVE, THONG NHAT
VILLAGE, BINH LU COMMUNE, TAM DUONG
DISTRICT, LAI CHAU PROVINCE

Cooperative workers earn 4 million VND per
person. "We have employers in the commune,
signed contracts with them and pay monthly
salary. Workers at the cooperative also need to be
supported with legal knowledge."

20

MR. NGUYEN QUANG TRUNG - DEPUTY
DIRECTOR OF THAN UYEN TEA JOINT STOCK
COMPANY, LAI CHAU PROVINCE

Than Uyen Tea Joint Stock Company is one
of many enterprises which has been directly
consulted legal advice by Lawyers' Association and
Legal Aid Center of Lai Chau province. Throughout
Consulting sessions, employees and company
leaders understood the rights and responsibilities
of the parties involved in the production and
business cooperation. In addition, the Lawyers'
Association has also come to the village to
provide legal advice to farmers cooperating on tea
cultivation with the company. The consulted laws
are practically meaningful to farmers and workers
such as Land Law, Labor Law, Enterprise Law,
Environmental Protection Law, Social Insurance
Law, etc. After being informed about the law,
farmers have confidently signed contracts for
planting tea materials for the processing plant.
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MR. PHAN NHAT QUANG - QUANG HANG
COOPERATIVE, LAO CAI PROVINCE

“Quang
Hang
chicken
husbandry
cooperative has 6 members and buys products
for 10 households. Local facilitators have directly
advised cooperative’s employees on the value
and manner of signing economic contracts. As
a result, the cooperative has never encountered
conflicts in the contract, financial commitments
are always guaranteed, and legal awareness of
employees as well as households is improved.”

MR. VU VAN THANG - DIRECTOR OF LCI
TRADING INVESTMENT JOINT STOCK
COMPANY, LAO CAI PROVINCE

MR. DO VIET LANH, DIRECTOR OF THE
COMPANY

Phong Hai Tea One-member Limited Liability
Company (Lao Cai) has cooperated with farmers to
maintain and develop the tea area of Bao Thang
district with an area of over 830 ha, created jobs and
stable income for 4,000 tea production households
in the locality. Every year, the company consumes
over 3,000 tons of fresh tea buds, signing contracts
to buy all fresh tea buds for farmers.
Bao Thang district determines the construction
of high-quality tea grounds, which consider tea as the
main industrial crop providing stable and long-term
income for the local people. The company has bought
fresh tea buds from many farmers in the area and fully
paid under the contract.

“Currently the company is planting about
340 hectares of bananas and 50 hectares of
rubber trees with 20 employees mainly from
Hmong ethnic minorities. The level of legal
knowledge of ethnic minority workers is limited
and the sense of discipline is not high. Workers
can leave their jobs at any time when they are
busy with family or paid with higher salaries by
other companies. In order to resolve the situation,
the company invited legal aid consultants from
the Lao Cai Lawyers' Association to help laborers
of the company have more knowledge and
responsibility for their contracts. The company
has implemented a policy of encouraging
farmers to engage in long-term business with the
construction of houses for 9 Hmong households
with main laborers working here. As a result,
ethnic minorities’ lives are stable and they do
not have to migrate as they did in the past. The
company has attracted qualified workers, while
seriously ensuring the interests of workers.”
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Activities of socio-political organizations: Farmer's Association, Women's Union, Youth Union,
local authorities. The members of these groups are trained by the project and are the people who
directly consult and propagate to farmers and enterprises in the area. The project has trained
18classes for 632 leaders of localities in 3 provinces.
Ms. Nguyen Thi Thuan - Judicial and registrar staff of Thai Nien commune, Bao Thang district,
Lao Cai province
Through the propaganda and dissemination sessions of the laws, I understood the changes in the Party’s
policies and State’s laws. In Thai Nien commune, most ethnic minority people do not speak well Vietnamese and
still have backward practices, therefore propaganda has encountered many difficulties.
Ms. Kim Diu - Secretary of Youth Union, Coc Lau commune, Bac Ha district, Lao Cai province
People in remote areas lack legal knowledge, so when we went to the village for direct propaganda and
counseling, the people are very excited.
Ms. Vang Thi Hoi, Farmer Association Chairwoman of Na Hoi commune, Bac Ha district,
Lao Cai province
Being a commune leader, before the project, we do not know much about the law. After participating in the
project, I was trained in some laws and then propagated to the people. The purpose of this project is to provide
legal support to the people so it is very suitable for our upland people.
Mr. Ly Van Hong, Vice Chairman of Coc Lau People's Council, Bac Ha district, Lao Cai province
In our Coc Lau commune, Hmong people have the largest number, then Dao ethnic. Some villages have a
lot of linguistic problems.
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Ms. Hoang Thi Hong Thuy - Chairwoman of Farmers Association of Minh Tan commune, Bao Yen
district, Lao Cai province
We have participated in training courses organized by the Lawyers' Association of Lao Cai province,
which had less theory, but mainly practice. We found the training method was easy to understand, so when we
coordinated with the project to propagate to the people, people understood immediately.
Ms. Lu Thi Anh - Cultural Officer, Chieng Sang commune, Yen Chau district, Son La province
The propaganda of this law is very useful. Previously, people were also informed about issues related to land
at the village meetings but were not specific. Practical issues have been consulted by the consultants. This has
helped people better understand the laws related to their daily lives.
The village heads, who are respected and has an important voice in the community. They are
enthusiastic local facilitators, consultants.
Mr. Tran Huu Phong - Chief of village 5, Dien Quan commune, Bao Yen district, Lao Cai province.I
have participated in legal aid training organized by the Lawyers’ Association of Lao Cai province with the subject
of land law. I know well and will advise people.
Mr. Hoang Van Thanh - Head of Chieng Sang village, Chieng Sang commune, Yen Chau district, Son
La province
Legal consultants came to my village for propaganda and I had the opportunity to talk with them about our
village’s issues in the field of land management.
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INTERVIEW WITH LOCAL FACILITATORS:
Legal consulting centers in 3 provinces have organized training courses for local facilitators in the
communes where the project is implemented. They are enthusiastic, passionate in their work and have
a strong sense of responsibility to the communities in which they live. Local facilitators are trained in law
dissemination skills and skills in drafting documents, contracts, Land Law...
Mr. Chang A Minh, Dao ethnic group, Huoi Luong village, Hoang Then commune,
Phong Tho district, Lai Chau province
“As a collaborator of the project, through training courses, I have added new knowledge on contracts,
cooperation in production and consumption of agricultural products. If there is a contract, the legitimate interests
of the people when selling their products to the business will be protected.”
Mr. Dang Van Thao - Tan Duong commune, Bao Yen district, Lao Cai province
Based on the current economic development situation, due to the large demand for cooperation contracts,
we have implemented a wide range of information related to cooperation contracts to villages. And people
are well aware of the content has deployed. When people reflect on anything we must also meet. There are so
many businesses in the locality that the propaganda on legal advice for people on cooperation contracts is very
appropriate.
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Mr. Ha Van Quyet - Secretary of Youth Union, Chieng Mung commune, Mai Son district, Son La
province
Through training courses, I found that the training method is quite diversified, improving skills when
organizing propaganda for people.
Ms. Luong Thi Thuyen, Chieng Hac commune, Moc Chau district, Son La province
Participation in training will bring knowledge to the people. I have to learn and deploy to people in the most
understandable way. At the beginning of 2017, Chieng Hac passion fruit cooperative needs to buy products from
farmers, but farmers do not understand how to cooperate. I also took part in propaganda for people to understand
and some households have signed with businesses selling passion fruits.
Consultant Nguyen Thi Thu Trang - Legal Consultant Center (Lai Chau Lawyers’ Association)
This project is very practical for businesses and directly for the people. In Lai Chau province, ethnic minorities
in villages have very poor knowledge. People trade with enterprises or Chinese traders a lot but they do not know
how to sign contracts. When consulted on the contract, people have come in a lot. Without this project, they would
not know how to sign the contract and how it would work for them.
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• Activities at legal consulting and legal aid centers in provinces
Mr. Trieu Viet Hanh - Chairman of Lawyers’ Association of Lao Cai province
At present, in Lao Cai province, the group of enterprises and cooperatives operating in the agricultural sector
which have production links with farmers, account for about 7%. The people in the 20 communes of project area
are mostly ethnic minorities and their knowledge of law is very poor. It is important to propaganda and support
people in signing contracts with farmers. During the implementation of the project, at mobile counseling sessions,
people are interested in Land Law, procedures for granting land use right certificates, compensation policy for land
clearance, premiums for laborers at enterprises, products. When it comes to propaganda and counseling, it is very
difficult for us to convene enterprises in our area. If businesses and farmers sign more contracts, the local economy
will develop more and the lives of the farmers will be more stable.
Mr. Le Tien Dung - Deputy Director of legal consulting and legal aid center of Lao Cai province
This project plays a very important role, gradually brings the ethnic minority of Lao Cai province closer to the
business and creates closer links between farmers and enterprises so that they can produce, process and consume
their own products.
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Mr. Thao Sy Di - Chairman of Lawyers’ Association of Son La province
Son La now ranks third in the five poorest provinces of Vietnam with nearly 93,000 poor households,
accounting for 34.44% of the country. In Son La, social infrastructure in rural areas in upland and remote areas has
encountered many difficulties such as underdeveloped economy, low educational level and little knowledge of
law. The settlement of relations between farmers and enterprises and cooperatives is based mainly on traditional
customs and practices, including some backward customs. Therefore, the implementation of the legal assistance
project on farming contracts for ethnic minority farmers in this area is very necessary.
Mr. Ha Ngoc Son - Lecturer of legal consulting, Lawyers’ Association of Son La province
The project focuses on cooperation contracts. This is one of the new features and requires high requirements
in consulting and supporting legal knowledge to ensure the legitimate rights and interests of the participants.
People are less aware of this area because they have been living in self-sufficiency economy for generations. When
working with businesses, contracts become a very important issue. When we propagandize, consult and open
training courses, people are very excited because they have the opportunity to have access to new regulations and
new legal documents to protect their legitimate rights and interests.
Mr. Tran Manh Duc - Chief of Lawyers’ Association of Son La province
Derived from the fact of legal consulting needs of farmers, the Legal consulting center of Son La Lawyers’
Association has organized legal training courses and skills of drafting and signing production cooperation
contracts for local facilitators, staff of social organizations and village heads in 20 communes of the project area.
In addition, the center has organized legal consultations at the headquarters and mobile in the village, especially
difficult areas, attracting thousands of people participate.
Mr. Nguyen Canh Phuong - Chairman of Lawyers’ Association, Director of legal consulting and
legal aid center of Lai Chau province
Previously, due to the limited understanding of law of farmers and enterprises, the two sides did not
have a contract to bind responsibility and protect their interests. During the implementation of the project,
some enterprises did not guarantee the rights of the people, thus causing many disputes. We have advised and
mediated to help the rights and obligations of the both sides are guaranteed. Through consultation as well as
several conciliation proceedings between the two parties, we realize that the contents of the contract of rights
and obligations of the parties are clear, responsibilities and rights have been guaranteed.
When villagers have problems and hot situations need to be solved, they call or go directly to the Center
for advice. The Center has implemented 261 cases of legal consultancy relating to land, marriage, inheritance,
health insurance policies and social insurance.
Lawyers and local facilitators did not hesitate to come to each village to help people understand their rights
when signing contracts with businesses. Trieu Duong Company, an enterprise operates in the field of purchasing
and processing cinnamon essential oil in Pho Rang town, Bao Yen district, has signed many cooperation contracts
with farmers. After signing the contract, the villagers are received capital and technical support to grow highyield cinnamon trees. Enterprises purchase products of people at committed prices and paid full money under
the contract. This makes people want to continue to participate in production and their livelihood is guaranteed.
Lawyer Le Thanh Hai - Head of Cao Hung Law Office, Lao Cai Bar Association
Beneficiaries appreciate this project. In the past, there were many organizations involved in legal aid
activities and achieved certain results. However, since the project was implemented directly to the village, it was
highly effective. People save transportation costs and time for production. Presentation methods and direct
answers help people understand and bring high efficiency.
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2.4. The supply of legal support to the people of Lao Cai, Lai Chau and
Son La provinces
In 3 provinces of Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La, there are legal consultancy and legal aid centers. These
centers are part of the Provincial Lawyers’ Association, which are responsible for providing free legal services
to the poor and beneficiaries of social welfare. Under the centers, there are branches at the district level. At the
commune level there are legal aid clubs.
Consultants and local facilitators in communes and villages are legal assistants of the Project. Most of
them speak Vietnamese and some can speak ethnic minority languages. The biggest difficulty in using legal
aid for ethnic minorities is the difference in language. Helpers who speak the language of the Hmong and Dao
ethnic groups have helped make propaganda and legal aid effective because the lawyers and counselors in
the provinces themselves use only Vietnamese, very few of them are proficient in ethnic minority languages.
The collaborators of the centers are the judicial personnel of the communes, officials of districts’
departments, farmers' associations, women's associations and youth unions… In three provinces, there are
60 local facilitators, of which 20 local facilitators are in each province. Each commune and village has one
local facilitators and currently, legal consultancy centers are consulting recruiting and seeking more local
facilitators for this Project.
The review team observed that in the studied communes, a legal consulting club was established,
consisting of members of the commune people's committee and village heads. The clubs often act as the
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organizers of the mobile consultancy activities of legal consultancy centers, or dissemination activities in
the communes. These are voluntary organizations, including those who are qualified and respected in the
communes. The advantages of the reconciliation teams is that the conciliators at the grassroots level are
people who live close to the people, understand the local customs and practices so it is very convenient to
carry out reconciliation tasks.
Lawyers' Association, legal consulting and legal aid centers of Lao Cai, Son La and Lai Chau provinces
are always available for free legal consulting for indigenous people in all fields, including contracts with the
business. In particular, the Project has conducted mainly Mobile legal aid clinic activities. Mobile legal aid has
been incorporated into consultation with legal dissemination. A form of active participation in mobile legal aid
sessions was the talk about the legal topics that local people were interested in. Through these talks, people were
informed about their rights, aware of the violations of their rights and when they need legal help.

2.5. The demand for legal aid and legal consulting of local people for business
cooperation contracts with enterprises/cooperatives in Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La
provinces
The results of questionnaire surveys and in-depth interviews showed that they all had the need for
legal consulting and were aware of the need for legal consulting when making contracts with enterprises
or cooperatives. Reason: In the past, when legal services were not propagated to the local market, the sale
was still based on oral agreements. Or if local people intended to sign contracts, they often came to consult
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the village heads or commune officials. Therefore, people did not appreciate signing contracts and they did
not think it was necessary. Later on, as more and more people confronted with disputes in their deals, they
gradually understood the importance of signing sales contracts and purchasing products.
The urgent issues encountered by people and their need for consultancy on cooperation contracts
with businesses are in terms of: What is the value of the contract? Is there a fair payment? Or when working
for a business, is there any labor insurance?
When asked, enterprises and cooperatives that use contracts with local people indicated that they
had the need to be consulted on how to do the contract, terms of entitlements and responsibilities with
farmers. Through the training and propaganda of legal consulting centers in the areas, enterprises have
gradually become aware of the use of legal information support when implementing cooperation contracts
with farmers.

2.6. Level of access to legal services of the people in 3 provinces
The perception of people in the Project areas on the law in general and the policies related to their
particular problems, as well as on the law enforcement agencies and the process of seeking legal protection
at an average level. In fact, people do not necessarily know all about these laws, but they need to know what
is legal; if they violate the law, what will happen or if their rights are violated, where should they go? The
cause of ignorance may be that these are new laws, so it will take time for people and local authorities to
understand it. In the questionnaire and in-depth interviews, almost 100% of the people were aware of the
legal aid and support from the local legal aid programs. The information they received was from propaganda
materials, mobile legal advice and through local officials.
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2.7. Barriers to access and use of legal services by the people
BARRIERS COME FROM SERVICE PROVIDERS
l Low budget: Low budget: In recent years, the demand for legal aid of the people has increased and
the content of the cases has become more complex. Funding for this Project comes from ADDA funding
(Asia). Localities with many ethnic minorities are mostly poor provinces and difficult to access. When the
Project is implemented, especially in the field of consultancy on production cooperation contracts, it is
necessary to have staffs with professional knowledge and local knowledge and budget for training.
l Capacity to work with ethnic minority people of legal service providers: Legal service providers,
especially those who are able to work with ethnic minorities, are limited in number (very few ethnic
minority lawyers are available) and quality (those who speak ethnic minority languages or have a good
understanding of their culture and customs). This limitation is a major obstacle for ethnic minorities in
their decision to access and use a relatively new kind of service, such as contracts for cooperation with
enterprises that often use difficult legal language and have complex processes.
l Enforcement capacity, especially enterprise law: The awareness of this law between enterprise
and people is limited and there are still no sanctions to handle the complex law violations. Due to the lack
of knowledge of the law, they are not aware of their rights. Therefore, they will not know whether to seek
service even if their rights are violated. For local governments and service providers, limited knowledge
may prevent them from providing support that is pleasing to the people, while limiting their return to the
service when needed in the future.
BARRIERS COME FROM SERVICE USERS
l Local people do not have the habit of using legal services and lack trust in the justice system:
According to a recent survey of access to justice in Vietnam, only 6% of the interviewees approached the
court, 4% had ever contacted legal counseling centers, and 6% of them has used lawyer services. The
survey also found that the poor and those living in rural and mountainous areas had very low levels of
awareness and limited access to legal information and legal basis. They are usually people who are less
likely to use legal services in any way.
l Some documents indicate the ineffectiveness of conciliation: Many members of the reconciliation
teams, especially those in remote areas, sometimes do not fully understand the law.
l High illiteracy rates among ethnic minorities, especially women who cannot read, write, and even
speak Vietnamese, have greatly affected their ability to access and share information. This situation and
the lack of effective forms of communication on legal, public and private service systems have made the
understanding of information and legal services less effective.
l Poverty and the ability to pay for services: For ethnic minorities, the full use of a charged, high
quality, transparent and fair legal service process that is charged, is far away. Since they cannot afford a
lawyer's bill and they can only use the service free of charge and spend less time.
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2.8. The results of the Project
Farmers:
In the project areas, people have access to legal information and advice on how to make contracts with
the enterprises to ensure their interests and fewer disputes. If there are contradictions, the local legal consulting
centers shall reconcile and remove the situation according to law. In these three provinces, counselors have
provided legal information to over 26,000 people.
Enterprises:
The number of enterprises in the three provinces using farm labor force is still small. However, they are
aware of the role and support of local legal consultancies. All enterprises signed labor contracts with farmers,
and actively took legal advices from legal consulting centers on how to make contracts and settle disputes with
farmers. Legal counseling centers have organized workshops and workshops for businesses and workers to
share experiences and make recommendations to promote sustainable cooperation between the two parties.
Participants are satisfied with this service.
Local facilitators, socio-political organizations, village heads, and local authorities:
They are trained in legal counseling skills. They have consulted and propagated to the people about the
law. They will develop the site of the project, going deep into the masses for effective propaganda.
Legal consulting centers in 3 provinces:
Organize the dissemination of the Project to the local people, expand the network of local facilitators
and consultants, conduct direct consultations with farmers at the headquarters or use telephone to mediate
disputes arises between businesses and farmers. The legal consulting center is a bridge between people and
businesses, local authorities and mass organizations to enhance the cooperation between the parties in an
effective and fair way.
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2.81. The results of the Project are as follows:
1. Fact findings on production and business contracts between people and enterprises.
2. Selected the areas in 60 communes in 9 districts of Lao Cai, Son La and Lai Chau provinces. Of which,
each province has 20 communes.
3. Established a network of local facilitators at the commune level and selected 60 local facilitators in 3
provinces to meet the criteria of the Project.
4. Organized training courses for 60 local facilitators in 3 provinces: 03 training course on legal knowledge
with 60 participants. Three training courses on the skills of negotiating and signing production and business
contracts with the participation of 55 local facilitators were held.
5. Held 01 workshop for local facilitators in 3 provinces to share experiences and exchange information
related to supporting people, attracting the participation of 42 local facilitators.
6. 606 mobile legal aid clinics were conducted with the participation of 26,270, people and farmer groups.
7. Provided 30 training courses for village heads with 1,252 participants.
8. Published 04 legal handbooks have been compiles and 15,600 copies have been distributed to villagers,
village heads, social organizations and enterprises.
9. Provided legal consulting services on signing contract at legal consulting centers in forms such as
direct or telephone consultationand documents. 1,251 people have been consulted.
10. Organized 3 training courses on the legal framework of production and business contracts for 72
business representatives.
11. Held 24 mobile legal dissemination and consultation in enterprises, with the participation of 933
people.
12. Provided legal information for business representatives on Land Law, Enterprise Law, Environmental
Protection and Labor Code: 3 training courses were organized with the participation of 87 representatives.
13. Arranged 3 workshops to share cooperation experiences between enterprises and farmers, with the
participation of 77 delegates.
14. Cooperated with enterprises to organize 3 propaganda sessions to raise awareness about
environmental protection for people and enterprises with 1,055 people attended and 12,000 leaflets were
distributed.
15. Collaborated with enterprises to disseminate the Law on protection of consumers' interests to the
people: 9 sessions were held, 1,726 people attended.
16. Organized media campaign about project activities: Cooperated with newspapers, radio and television
of the districts and provinces to propagate the activities of the Project. In particular, information and activities
of the Project was broadcasted on television of Lai Chau province to 25,000 people in the province.
17. Held 18 training sessions for local staffs of social organizations on Enterprise Law, Labor Code and
Land Law, attracting the participation of 632 staffs.
18. Organized 3 forum to discuss policy to solve the difficulties of farmers and enterprises when
implementing contracts, attracting the participation of 92 delegates.
19. Arranged study trips at legal consulting centers of Can Tho, Kien Giang and Dong Thap provinces for
17 legal consultants from the project provinces.
20. Held 3 training courses to update legal information for 92 lawyers, consultants, lecturers and staffs of
lawyers association of project provinces and Hanoi.
21. Mediated 11 conflicts/disputes between farmers and enterprises arising from the signing and
implementation of cooperation contracts. However, for this activity, the default plan not yet meet that also be
marked as a positive feature of a project when mobile legal aid activities is recommended to enhance which
should contribute to limitation of arising legal concerns.
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Settle disputes between farmers and businesses
The legal consulting centers of Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La provinces have done well their role of
reconciliation, seeking to remove the situation to ensure the interests of enterprises and farmers when the
dispute arises.
LAI CHAU: CONCILIATION 1 CASE
Minh Son Joint Stock Company cooperates with farmers to plant forest. But due to lack of capital, late
payments to farmers led to the cancellation of contracts with farmers. The legel consulting center of Lai Chau
province has reconciled and supported enterprises and farmers to work out solutions to their consequences.
Result: Minh Son Company has opened more workshops to produce wood pellet processing line for export
from raw materials as forest products. Since then, the company continued to sign contracts with farmers, fully
pay money to people and income of the people is stable.
SON LA: CONCILIATION 5 CASES
1. Hoang Tien private enterprise contradicts Mr. Nguyen Manh Hung, in sub-area 26.3, Co Noi commune,
Mai Son district on contracts for transport of agricultural products.
2. To Hieu Agricultural One Member Co. Ltd, Son La province, conflicts with employees about social
insurance, health insurance.
3. Ban Dong Sang Tourist Cooperative, Moc Chau district and Ms. Lo Thi Tho, Ang 2 village, Dong Sang
commune, have land dispute over 5% land contract.
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4. Mr. Nguyen Van Thang, sub-district 32, Moc Chau Farm Town violated the contract of consumption
of clean vegetables with clean vegetables cooperatives of Dong Sang commune, Moc Chau district.
5. To Hieu Agricultural One-member Limited Liability Company, Son La province, conflicts with
farmers on the allocation of agricultural land in 2018 (bad land, unequal land allocation).
LAO CAI (6 CASES MEDIATED)
1. Land disputes between farmer Nguyen Thi Man, Phong Hai town, Bao Thang district, Lao Cai
province with LCI Investment and Trading Joint Stock Company.
2. The disputes between Mr. Giang Seo Senh, laborer with LCI Investment and Trading Joint Stock
Company for material liability and compensation of damaged property in the production process.
3. Disputes between Hoa Mai Fine Arts Cooperative and Mr. Le Van The, Cam Con commune, Bao Yen
district, Lao Cai province relating to payment under Economic Contract No. 18/HD dated February 15, 2017.
4. Disputes between Hoa Mai Fine Arts Cooperative and Ms. Nguyen Thi Nham, Group 1, Pho Rang
town, Bao Yen district, Lao Cai province relating to payment under Economic Contract No. 15/HD, dated
January 15, 2017.
5. Disputes between Bao Yen district Forestry Company and Ms. Hoang Thi Tuoi, Group 12, Pho Rang
town, Bao Yen district, Lao Cai province, related to the planting of 2ha of Bodhi tree under the Contract No
27/HD, dated January 15, 2017.
6. Disputes between Bao Yen district Forestry Company and Mr. Vang Seo Sung, Group 5, Pho Rang
town, Bao Yen district, Lao Cai province, relating to the protection of 3 ha of forest under the Contract No
30/HD, dated 15 March, 2017.
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22. Effective models of collaboration between farmers and enterprises have been synthesized and
printed into case studies handbooks. 8 typical stories were selected and 4,700 Vietnamese copies were
distributed to people and enterprises in 3 provinces. Three contract samples are included in the handbooks
to guide people and enterprises in signing contracts for production and business.
24. Organized 3 workshops to share experiences for representatives of farmer groups and agroforestry sector in the signing of production and business contracts at the provincial and national levels,
attracting the participation of 85 participants.
25. Held 3 advocacy workshops on the model/method to implement good cooperation between
enterprises and farmers in agro-forestry sector, attracting the participation of 85 people.
26. Arranged media campaigns with 30,000 leaflets printed and distributed to the public to inform
people about the Project and free legal support locations in the 3 provinces.
27. Organized workshops to contribute ideas on legal documents related to production and business
activities. The workshop was held in Hanoi with the participation of the lawyers of the project provinces.
At the workshop, the lawyers presented seven presentations on amending and supplement the current
land law..

OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE PROJECT:
l The Project has been implemented in a variety of ways, such as organizing training sessions,
consulting and legal forum, printing and disseminating legal documents which meet the legal requirements
of people and enterprises and also help the two sides improve their legal understanding to work together
in an equal way.
l With 27 activities in 4 outputs, the Project has shown the diversity and abundance in the way of
propaganda and dissemination of the law on cooperation contracts between people and enterprises. The
legal content has been introduced to beneficiaries is considered to be new and useful.
l The beneficiaries of the project are of many components, but the focus is on ethnic minorities
peoples and enterprises. Local facilitators, village leaders, social workers, and farmer group leaders
participated in many training courses, seminars, and received legal handbooks that have helped improve
their legal understanding so that they can effectively support people and enterprises as well as better
perform their own local tasks.
l The fact that nearly 30,000 laborers in the enterprises, who have accessed to mobile legal
consultations and provided legal guidelines, which has given them more useful information in protecting
their interests when cooperating with enterprises as well as solving many their questions in matters related
to law. After 3 years of implementation, the results of the project have confirmed its sustainability and will
be promoted in the coming years.
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2.8.2 Project management
l Organizing the implementation of the program, project
Project activities are carried out in accordance with the Project Document. Most of the activities of the
Project are implemented on time and achieved good results. ADDA's flexible removal of some non-feasible
activities or revision of the annual work plan has also helped to facilitate the implementation of the Project
activities in line with practical needs.
l Capacity for implementing the program, project
Vietnam Lawyers' Association has the capacity to carry out large scale projects. The Project Management
Unit has worked very well with the ADDA officer during the Project implementation. The Association can carry
out well the functions of legal dissemination and cooperation with local and social organizations. The agroforestry enterprises have clearly understood the objectives of the Project and are willing to cooperate with
local authorities. Social organizations are also willing to cooperate with the Vietnam Lawyers’ Association to
implement the Project.
l Implementation of Project reports and regulations
All the requirements for project management, reporting and monitoring are observed during the
implementation of the Project.
l Risk management and change
- There is no real risk during the implementation of the Project.
- Bidding and procurement
All procurement activities of the project are conducted on the basis of strict compliance with Vietnam's
procurement regulations and ADDA’s guidelines.

2.8.3. Project evaluation: Relevance, effectiveness, efficiency
RELEVANCE
l Suitable for beneficiaries: The Government of Vietnam is attempting to implement poverty reduction
policies for ethnic minority people in the northern mountainous provinces including Program 135. Apart from
providing legal consulting in general, the Project has also provided consulting on cooperation contracts for
enterprises and farmers. This will help farmers to access social resources to contract with enterprises, thereby
helping them have better income and peace of mind. Meanwhile, when signing contracts with farmers,
enterprises also show their role of responsibility with labor, so that they will effectively use labor in production.
l Compliance with economic development policy: Lao Cai, Lai Chau and Son La provinces are
implementing a restructuring of agriculture that opens opportunities for agricultural enterprises to invest in
the use of local labors. Since then farmers have the opportunity to seek cooperation. The project has helped
farmers and enterprises have the legal knowledge to work together to improve their incomes and take
advantage of the local agricultural production potential.
l In accordance with the culture of the local people: A common feature of ethnic minority communities
is the existence of customary regulations that governs relationships within the community. In particular, older
people in the villages or heads of villages who are knowledgeable about the customary regulations and
have prestige, often play the role of leading the community and making decisions in the socio-economic
life of the villages. Other legal services are often based on complex legal processes that may be unfamiliar
to most people, especially among ethnic minorities. The Project has strengthened the capacity of local local
facilitators, consultants and staff in socio-political organizations. After attending the training courses, they can
disseminate legal knowledge to local people.
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EFFECTIVENESS
l Socialization of legal aid activities: By strengthening the capacity of legal consulting centers under
the Lawyers' Association of Vietnam, the Project has contributed to enhancing the legal aid activities of
non-state legal aid systems. As a result, the Project has reduced the burden on the budget of Vietnamese
government and improved the quality of legal aid for the poor and the disadvantageous. The legal
empowerment and legal aid provided by the Project has also contributed to the eradication of legal
knowledge and increased access to justice.
l Initially, people and enterprises have approached, sought and received consulting support on
cooperation contracts in production and business.
l The Project has strengthened legal knowledge for local facilitators, consultants, social and political
organizations… on Vietnamese laws such as land law, enterprise law, labor law, and inheritance law.
EFFICIENCY
l Farmers in the project area have been improved their legal capacity to ensure they can work
equally with the enterprises in their production and business activities.
l The legal capacity of enterprises has been enhanced in recognizing the role and position of
farmers as equal partners in signing contracts and demonstrating enterprises’ social responsibility. There
have been examples of enterprises signing labor contracts and accompanying farmers' interests.
l Local authorities and social organizations such as the Farmers' Associations and the Women's
Unions have well performed their roles and responsibilities by developing specific policies to promote
mutually beneficial cooperation between farmers and enterprises.

2.84. Impact and sustainability
l Activities including free legal counsulting, training for local organizations and mobile legal aid
clinics in villages have been organized regularly. As a result, poorer ethnic minority farmers in the project
districts of Lai Chau, Son La and Lao Cai are gradually approaching the types of cooperation contracts that
have be signed with the enterprises and are aware of the roles of the signing contracts.
l Fair trade models of different types of goods have been developed between farmer groups and
enterprises in which both sides understand each other's responsibilities and wish to achieve mutual benefits.
l Agro-forestry enterprises, provincial and national level decision makers have recognized the
Vietnam Lawyers' Association and its legal advisory centers as reliable mediators.
l Local governments and social-political organizations have been actively involved in the
implementation of the Project. They have promoted their role in legal advocacy, supporting people and
enterprises to work together to achieve common interests.
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PART 3. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1. Some limitations of the project
The Project “Legal Assistant to Contract farming for Ethnic Minority People in Northern Vietnam” has
been in 3 provinces of Son La, Lao Cai and Lai Chau, where many ethnic minorities live and mainly work on
traditional agriculture, has encountered the following limitations:
l The enterprises and cooperatives here are small and separate, mainly for the purchase of farm
produce. The signing of cooperation contracts, product consumption of farmers in these provinces has not
been strong.
l Many enterprises employ ethnic minority workers, but hesitate to sign labor contracts with social
insurance and health insurance schemes for fear of incurring costs.
l Basically, the cooperation between enterprises and people based on habits from a long time. If there
are agricultural products, people will sell to individuals who are collectors, such as the banana cultivation
in Lao Cai, Lai Chau thrive on the forest hill. But the consumption of this fruit is mainly depend on the price
of the seller and then sell to China; there is no initial agreed price between the people and the purchasing
business.
l Since the economic value of the agricultural products of each household is not high, the mediation is
mainly used when the dispute occurs, and difficult to apply the legal regimes. The application of information
technology to disseminate legal information to the local people has not been implemented.
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l Training for leaders of enterprises and counseling for workers in small enterprises was very
difficult. Many businesses think it is not practical and hesitate to participate.
l The project implementation time is short, so the project has only achieved propaganda results.
It takes time for people to penetrate more deeply and have time to mobilize people to learn more about
state law and thereby improve the education level of people in ethnic minority areas.
l In the area of the project areas, travel is very difficult, living conditions are very poor, so organizing
a strong network of local facilitators need good operating costs. Currently the cost of the project is too low.

3.2. Suggestions for improvement
l It is necessary to develop case studies on the legal relationship of each topic when propagating the
law to people and when implementing legal relationships. Specifically, what the terms of the cooperation
contract need. What legal bases should be used to apply the law to the business cooperation contract or
purchase contract of agricultural products of the people.
l The legal status of mountainous people is not high, so for a legal topic we need to propagate
many times and more deeply for people to understand.
l For businesses, we need to explain and propagate so that they understand that if they want to develop
sustainably, they must ensure the rights of workers and their support their support their partners to become the
best farmers.
l Need more funding and time to implement the project.

3.3. Lessons Learned
l The Project Management Unit should work closely with the ADDA in developing and adjusting
the annual plan as well as during the project implementation process.
l When directing, the Project Management Unit should closely follow the objectives and evaluation
indicators of activities to make annual and quarterly plans accordingly. In management, the PMU should
always innovate methods, flexible apply of many attractive activities to attract the attention of beneficiaries.
l The design of the Project activities should be consistent with the the locality so that all activities
can be carried out.
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